BUSY BODY. 


NUMBER I. 
To be continued every Turspay, Tuurspay, and Saturpay. 
[ Price TWO-PENCE.] | 


—— Aliena megotia curo, 
Excuffus proprits Hor. 


TUES DAY, Oéfober the gth, 1759. 


SESS HE family of the Busy-sopres is fo antient, that q 
IS FGA to trace it’s pedigree, from the founder to the pre- | 
> jent time, would require many 2 volume: I thall 
therefore, from the mere fuggeftions of modetty, 
| eal pafs over fo honourable a circumftance, though 
could produce a long lift of emperors, kings, princes, prime mi- ' 
nifters, popes, cardinals, and bifhops, who have done honour to 
our line. Let it fuffice to hint, that I was born at a time, when i 
the court, the church, the army, the long robe and the faculty, 4 
were, ina manner, engrofled by my relations: and that my | 
education was calculated to make me as famous as any of my 


predecefiors. 
: IF any inftance can eftablifh the opinion of the foul’s being 
% communicated from our parents, it can no where meet with a 
ftronger evidence, than that which every ftep in our pedigree 


will give it; efpecially as there has not been the leaft interrup- 
fon 
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tion of our family paffion, from Edward the confeffor to the pre- 
{ent time. 

Ir is reported of Hercules, that he gave indications of his fu- 
ture ftrength in his very cradle: and, if the numerous ftories, 
which my nurfe has related concerning me, may be credited, I 
may be faid to have begun my race of glory, as early as Alcides. 
To pafs over, however, all the petty actions of infancy, I fhall 
begin my hiftory with an exploit, which was performed the very 
day on which I quitted my petticoats. 

My mother, who was a perfon of no inconfiderable charms, 
was very remarkable for her exclamations againft connubial per- 
fidy. My father always ecchoed her eimeid, and, being of a 
difpofition contrary to that of Horace, could not draw any con- 
clufions to the injury of her virtue, from her frequent declama- 
tions againit vice. Yet, what he could not fufpect, every one 
could fee ; and what he did not perceive, the whole neighbour- 
hood laughed at. | 

My father having taken me abroad with hia on this my ad- 
miffion to the honchy of the breeches, called at the houfe of an 
acquaintance, and left me to the care of the fervants, while he 
went up ftairs to vilit their lady who was fick. During his ab- 
fence, I was not, nay I could not be idle; for in the idserval I 
not —_ Jearnt the whole inventory of the apartment I was left 

, but likewiie had acquainted myfelf of the poffibility of mov- 
ing every piece of the furniture ; founding my knowledge, like 
ihe Newtonians, upon the firm bafis of repeated experiments.— 
I had the happinefs to break two china jars, and feventeen 
fine old enamelled tea-cups; I fcratched the furfaces of three 
large mahogany tables, and let a marmofet loofe, who gave me 
a grin of econ for his liberty, and made the beit of his way to 
a neighbouring wood. 

Wuen my father re-joined me, I was fallen into that ftate of 
langour, which generally fucceeds too great an exertion of adti- 
vity; and, thould not have been able to have committed any 
farther mifchief with my hands, whatever fchemes had been 
formed in my head. 

On our return home, my mother, as ufual, received my fas 
ther with all that warmth of love, which generally. attends the 
firft thirty days of matrimony ; and met with that return of glow- 
ing affection from my father, which would have been due to 
her ardour, had it not been perfonated. As chance would 


have it, he had left his handkerchief in his great coat pocket, 
which 
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which hung in the cloath’s-prefs, in the room, wherein the af- 
fumed of matrimonial atteGion had juit been played 
by my mother. On his fignifying his want of the handkerchief, 
I fled with the wings of officious hafte to the prefs; and, as 
foon as I had opened the door ; heavens! what did I behold ! 
a brawny young ofhcer, who had pafled fome weeks at 
our houfe, as a relation of my mother’s; and,.on that account, 
had been entertained with undi flembled civility by my too cre- 
dulous father. 

Discoveries were things I was always fond of ; and in con- 
fequence of my natural propenfity, I ran immediately to my fa- 
ther to tell him what I had feen. On my firft information, he re- 
fufed me that credit, which was due to artlef$ childhood ; becaufe 
our coufin had two days before taken leave of us, with the 
warmeft acknowledgments of obligation, and fet out for his feat 
in Yorkfhire. My pofitivenefs, in fome meafure, overcoming my 
father’s incredulity ; he was perfuaded to receive that conviction 
of my veracity by his fight, which he had refolved not to ad- 
mit by his hearing: and ‘finding my affertion true, paid my cou- 
fin all thofe civilities, which were’ due to his fingular modefty. 
My mother inftead of receiving any marks of refentment for her 
perfidy, was applauded for the preference fhe diad given our cou- 
fin: and that my father might not be an obftacle to their future 
interviews, fhe was defired to {uit herfelf with a place, where 
fhe might enjoy the {weets of her relation’s converfe, without be- 
ing forced to buy them with bluthes, or conceal them by difii- 
mulation. 

Tuis glorious event depriving our family of it’s miftrefs, I was 
fent to board at a city, in the Weft, which was formerly fo fa- 
mous for the number of it’s religious houfes, that it became a 
proverb exprefflive of certainty, to fay, “ as fure as God was in 
it.” Many uncommon incidents owing to my oflicious activity 
in this feat of learning, are {till remembered by it’s governors ; 
J thought it no {mall recommendation, when I left it, to be ex- 
pelled from thence, for having difcovered more plots to the ma- 
fter, and carried more tales of the {cholars, than any one before 
me; or, in all probability, that will ever follow me. 

On my quitting this famous academy, I was bound appren- 
tice to a glover, and *haberdafher of hats; who was well 
qualified to perfect me in my innate talent of officioufnets. 

And 
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And, when the reader is informed, that he was a near relation of 
the family of the Busy-sopigs, one of the common-council, a 
captain in the city militia, and deputy of his ward; I doubt not, 
but I thall be credited, and allowed to give him his due praife, 
without the leaft fufpicion of oftentatious adulation. 

Ar the expiration of my time, I fet up near the Change, be- 
caule it was a fituation beft fuited to furnifh me with frequent 
opportunities of difplaying my abilities. As I formed my condu& 
on the hint given us by Salluft, in his character of Julius Cvfar, 
‘«‘ that he was fo induftrious to promote the intereft of his friends, 
‘as to forget and negleét the profecution of his own;” I nced 
not fay how much I was refpected by all my acquaintance. My 
neighbours, to this day, lament my misfortunes ; becaufe they are 
thereby involved in abiolute ignorance of the fecrets of each other’s 
families. | 

Tue accounts I ufed to give them of the particulars brought by 
mails, which never arrived ; the characters I have drawn of de- 
ceafed noblemen, who are ftill living; the plans I have received 
of battles which were never fought ; and the projects I have dif- 
played, ‘* for raifing the fupplics, beating the French, making all, 
‘and injuring none;” like the great Henriques born anno 1683, 
are topics which I‘have expatiated on to admiring crowds ; and 
which have endear’d my memory to thofe who heard them. Thefe 
indeed, are fubjects to which their ears are now {trangers, and 
would be fo to their’eyes, did I not ftill continue to difpence my 


knowledge, to the pienir1epD author of the /efters to the people of 


England, the profound writer of the Monitor, and the thrice cele- 
brated Probus, Britannicus, Civis, Amicus, @c. who pour forth 
their political treafures in the Gazetteer, the Chronicle, or the 
iLondon Evening. 

As I have given hints of my misfortunes, it will not be amifs to 
prefent the reader with fome account of their rife and progrefs, and, 
trom thence Jeave him to draw conclufions, in favour of my dif- 
interefted and unbiaffed patrioti{m. 

At the time of the late rebellion, being fomewhat high in my 
political principles, my fhop was the general refort for the North- 
Britons, who not only favoured me with the moft early accounts 
of the motions of their brethren ; but likewife honoured me with 
their orders for hats and gloves, in the wholefale way —— upon 
credit: and, as a teftimony of their friendfhip, procured me an 
eriginal painting of the youthful commander of the difaffected. 


As 
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As the accounts of victories, which they gave me, proved falte, 
and greatly injured my: political character, fo the frequent drafts 
of country correfpondents, obliged me to. draw likewife on 
my news-mongers to. fupport my credit;, but deceiving me 
in this, as they had done in eyery former inftance, I was compelled 
to call my creditors together, who were contented to receive all I 
had, and generoufly gave me areleafe, for what Lhad not. 

BernG thus delivered.from the care fhop, Lapplied myfelf 
wholly to the affairs of the nation; but as hints for the publick 
good do not always yield the projector a prefent fubfiftence, I was 
ebliged.to make the exchange of Dionyfius, who, from,an em- 
peror, became a fchool-matter: and, according to the. advice of 
Cato, in the tragedy, ‘‘ to crowd every virtue into the fhort {pan 
<< of our exiftence,” I dedicate the vacations from my employment 
to. projects and politics. The city of. Londen has been indebted 
to me, for feveral fchemes, which. have. been adopted by it’s chief 
magiftrates, and have rendered it confpicuous in the eyes of all 
Europe. I firft gave the hint for the Guild-hall fubfcription; I 
taught the inhabitants of Weftminfter loyalty; and. the bridge 
at Black-friers, was a plan-.of my own.. 

But, at once to conclude this fhort fketch of my: hiftory, and 
affign the reafons for my engaging in a work.of this nature ; 

Br 1T KNown, that going, the other day, through Newgate- 
ftreet, meditating on a. project, like that of Gulliver's, to run 
away with the whole French fleet ; I faw a great crowd, which. 
operating fo ftrongly on my fenfes, as to obliterate every. idea I had 
formed for my country’s good; I rufhed immediately into. the 
midft of it for information, and found it occafioned by two 
carmen, who. were exercifing themfelves after the manner. of. the 
pugilators, fo much celebrated in the Circenfian games, 

As I obferved the major part of the mob biafled in favour of 
one of the combatants, humanity perfuaded me to efpoufe the 
caufe of the other ; and,. as moft of my virtues confitt in action, 
according to the f{chool definition; I ftooped down to difengage 
my favourite combatant from the load of his adverfary, who had~ 
fallen upon him ; but, in the attempt, received a kick from one of 
the furrounding multitude, which broke my leg. Proftrated by 
this accident, and being hindered by the fenfations of anguith 
from making any efforts to rife; the company imagined, at 
firft, that I had been in a fit; one of the moft experienced 
tweaked me by the nofe, a fecond forced open my _ hands, 


ftruck me on the palm, with all the ftrength he was matter of; 
andl 
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and a third, very humanely, drenched me with fome water, 
which he had fcooped with his hat from a neighbouring kennel. 
But as thefe remedies proved no {pecifics againft a fracture, I 
was raifed by two inen, with an intent to convey me down Ivy- 
lane, to Dr. Rock’s on Ludgate-hill ; falfely imagining that his 
fill in one of the branches of furgery, was a plain indication that 
he was mafter of ‘all. In my way to that famous empiric’s, my 
conductors happening to pitch me at the door of a bookieller, 
whom I formerly had fome ref{pect for, on account of the fimi- 
larity of our difpofitions ; I defired to be introduced to him ; and 
found an afylum under his hofpitable roof. After my leg was 
fet, I was accommodated with a ‘bed; and ftaid with him near 
a month. During thofe intervals, in which pain fubfided, 
and affliction became tolerable ; I had frequent conferences with 
my friend on the ftate of affairs in the literary world ; the beft 
means of fupporting publick credit, and the proper preliminaries 
to be infifted on, whenever France fhall be obliged to beg, 
and our great ftatefman fhall condefcend to grant them, peace. 
But being fenfible that my prefent accident would render me 
incapable of making my ufual circuits in queft of information : 
I propofed the plan of the prefent paper, wherein I intend, oc- 
cafionally, to communicate not only thofe anecdotes which I have 
already acquired by my own officioufnefs; but likewife thofe 
which may be tranfmitted to me by that of others. And as 
the inftruction of ftatefmen, churchmen, admirals, generals, petit- 
maitres, belles and citizens, is the object of the prefent publica- 
tion: I requeft all of them to favour me with their affiftance, 
that this work may contain, not only every thing that a Busy- 
Bopy would wifh to publifh, but likewife all that a Busy-popy 


would defire to know. 


s> In order to oblige fuch of my relations, as choofe to promote my work, 
Mr. PorTinGer, my publifher, at the Dunciad in Pater-ncfter-Row, has, 
in allufion to his own fign, and to the fable of Apuleius, placed a Gelden 4/5 
in his fhop, to receive their offerings ; and I doubt not but their contributions 
will make his 4/s as famous for its wit, as Button’s Lion was for its eloquence. 
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